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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop Missing Parts 
Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

In accordance with 37 CFR §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the items identified in this Information Disclosure 
Statement ("IDS") are brought to the attention of the Office. The items are listed on the attached form 
PTO-1449 and copies are enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. 

The items identified in this IDS may or may not be "material" pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.56. The 
submission thereof by Applicant is not to be construed as an admission that any such patent, publication 
or other information referred to therein is material or considered to be material (37 CFR § 1.97(h)), or 
even qualifies as "prior art" under 35 USC § 102 with respect to this invention unless specifically 
designated by Applicant as such. 



Information Disclosure Statement Filing Provision: 



3 This IDS is believed to be timely in that it is being submitted under 37 CFR § 1.97(b), that is (1) 
within three months of the filing date of the application, which is not a continued prosecution apphcation 
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filed under § 1.53(d); or (2) within three months of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR § 
1.491; or (3) before the mailing of a first Office action on the merits; or (4) before the mailing of a first 
Office action after filing a request for continued examination under § 1.114. Thus, no fee is required. 



^ However, if the undersigned is in error in this regard, Applicant respectfully requests 
that the Office consider this IDS as filed under 37 CFR § 1.97(c), if appUcable, and 
charge the fee due imder 37 CFR §1.17(p) to the deposit account referenced below. 

n However, if the undersigned is in error in this regard. Applicant respectfully requests 
that the Office consider this IDS as filed under 37 CFR § 1.97(c), if applicable, and a 
statement under 37 CFR § 1 .97(e) is included below, thus no fee is required. 

□ This IDS is being submitted under 37 CFR § 1 .97(c), that is after mailing of a first Office action 
on the merits, but before a Final Action under 37 CFR § 1 . 1 13 or a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 
§ 1.311. 

□ The fee due under 37 CFR § 1.17(p) is submitted herewith. 

□ A statement under 37 CFR § 1 .97(e) is included below, thus no fee is required. In the 
event that this IDS is not received before a Final Action or a Notice of Allowance, 
then Applicant respectfully requests that the Office consider the filing of these papers 
to be submitted under 37 CFR § 1.97(d) and charge the fee due under 37 CFR 

§ 1.1 7(p) to the deposit account below. 

□ This IDS is being submitted under 37 CFR § 1.97(d), that is after a Final Action under 37 CFR 
§ 1.1 13 or a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR § 1.31 1, but before payment of the issue fee. A 
statement under 37 CFR § 1.97(e) is included below. The fee due under 37 CFR § 1.17(p) is submitted 
herewith. 

Statement Under 37 CFR § 1.97(e): 

O Each item contained in this IDS was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office 

in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this IDS. 
n No item contained in this IDS was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing this statement after making 
reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this IDS was known to any individual designated 
in 37 CFR § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this IDS. 
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^ . Applicant sets forth below concise explanation of the relevance of each document not in the 
English language and/or selected documents(s) in the English language. 

The Japanese patent documents (Items DA, DB, and DD) are provided with abstracts in 
English. 

« 

Payment and/or Authorization to Charge Fees: 

□ A check in the amount of is enclosed for the above fee(s). 

□ Please charge PSC's Deposit Account No. 13-4953 for the above fee(s). 

^ The Commissioner is authorized to charge PSC's Deposit Account No. 13-4953 for any fees 
which may be required.^ 

Respectfully submitted, 
STOEL RIVES LLP 

Dated: November 6 ,2003 



By: _ 

John A. Rafter, Jr. 
Reg. No. 31,653 



33451 

STOEL RIVES LLP 
900 SW Fifth Ave., Suite 2600 
Portland, OR 97204-1268 
(503) 224-3380 



The Commissioner is authorized to charge Stoel Rives LLP's Deposit Account No. 19-4455 if the above-referenced Account 
No. 13-4953 has insufficient funds. 
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5,445,369 


8/1995 


Golicz et al. 


271 
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Cherry et al. 


235 


462 
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5,485,263 
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Bjomer et al. 


356 
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5,541,400 
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BC 
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11/1997 
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202 






BD 
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Forbes et al. 


235 


462 






BE 


5.719.385 


2/1998 
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235 


467 






BF 


5,719,678 


2/1998 


Reynolds et al. 


356 


379 






EG 


5,770,847 


6/1998 


Olmstead 


235 


462 






BH 


5,778,261 


7/1998 


Tanaka et al. 


396 


55 






BI 


5,796,089 


8/1998 


Marom 


235 
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BJ 


5,804,809 


9/1998 


Eastman et al. 


235 


472 






BK 


5,805,275 


9/1998 


Taylor 


356 


3.16 






BL 


5,814,803 


9/1998 


Olmstead et al. 


235 


462 






BM 


5,837,987 


11/1998 


Koenck et al. 


235 


462 






BN 


5,847,833 


12/1998 


Yokoyama et al. 


356 


375 






BO 


5,864,404 


1/1999 


Amorosi 


356 


379 






BP 


5,920,056 


7/1999 


Bonnet 


235 


383 






BQ 


5,920,060 


7/1999 
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235 


462.2 






BR 


5,923,017 
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235 
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